
To be successful golf clubs need to be run as 
any other business would be. Because profits are 
invariably ploughed back into the facilities, clubs 
have to be sustainable to progress and improve. 
There are financial objectives to achieve and clubs 
need to comply with ever increasing regulation.

We have extensive knowledge and a sympathetic 
approach to the culture and aims of golf clubs. 
We are golfers ourselves and understand the 
protocols and committee structures and their 
need to optimise every opportunity. 

Call us now on 0845 680 7800
to discuss how we can help you.

Golf Clubs

McLintocks have significant experience in acting for golf clubs. We are an 
independent practice, large enough to provide the full range of specialist 
accounting expertise required by your golf club, yet small enough to care 
- giving a high degree of partner involvement.

Specialist accountancy and business services to



our services include:
• Management accounting and 

bookkeeping

• Payroll services and taxation

• Audit

• Direct taxation

• VAT advice

• Fraud investigation

• Review of profitability and 
systems

management accounting and 
bookkeeping
McLintocks offer advice on record 
keeping and accounting software. We 
can also assist you with bookkeeping 
and provide a management accounting 
service, ensuring that your accounts are 
completed accurately and efficiently. We 
will ensure compliance with accounting 
standards and help you complete and 
file statutory returns. We can also assist 
with budget preparation and monitory 
variances. 

Get some lessons from the 
professionals!

payroll services and taxation
McLintocks provide a reliable and low 
cost payroll service to golf clubs. We will 
process your payroll, arrange payments 
to your employees, produce pay-slips, 
inform you of payroll taxes due, deal 
with statutory deductions and maternity/
sick pay,  produce easy to understand 
payroll reports, provide you with a detailed 
analysis of payroll costs, deal with starters 
and leavers and on-line year end returns. 
Our fees are fixed and are based on the 
number of employees and frequency of 
payment. Our payroll staff are friendly and 
efficient.

In addition McLintocks can carry out 
health checks to ensure you are not 
exposed to the risks of PAYE and NIC 
non-compliance. This is particularly 
relevant where benefits and dispensations 
are in place. 

McLintocks can help you avoid those 
penalty strokes by preparing properly 
for PAYE audits and advise on tax 
efficient remuneration packages!

McLintocks - Services to Golf Clubs



audit 
Any club which has income above the 
audit threshold or which has a relevant 
clause in its governing document must 
have an audit of its financial statements. 
Indeed even where an audit is not 
constitutionally required, it can be a 
worthwhile and reassuring exercise. We 
are registered statutory auditors and offer 
value for money fees and an efficient 
risk- based audit, using staff with golf club 
experience. We will issue a report on key 
financial matters, and will attend meetings 
and the AGM if you wish and will help you 
to improve the presentation of your club 
through the annual report and financial 
statements. 

McLintocks will give you the 
reassurance to sign off your 
scorecard!

direct taxation
It is a common misconception that profits 
made by golf clubs are automatically 
exempt from tax and members clubs who 
properly satisfy the rules of ‘mutuality’ 
are indeed treated favourably for 
corporation tax. The effect of mutuality 
is that subscriptions and any surplus 
or deficit in the ordinary running of the 
club for members is not considered in 
calculating a club’s corporation tax liability.  
Corporation tax is however charged 
on certain club income, which includes 

investment income, rent, private use of 
club facilities, trading income that is not 
related to the provision of services to 
members, and of course capital gains. 
However mutuality is constantly under 
HM Revenue and Customs scrutiny and 
there are always pitfalls round the corner, 
especially when clubs are seeking to 
maximise their income, particularly from 
non members. 

McLintocks can guide you between 
the bunkers on this tricky subject!

vat advice
VAT is a complex tax and golf clubs need 
to identify all their sources of income and 
ensure their VAT treatment is correct. 
Certain income can be exempt, including 
playing subscriptions. This will lead to 
partial exemption calculations, so the 
calculation of what input VAT can be 
reclaimed can often be complex. There 
can be potential complications with 
capital transactions, sponsorship, room 
hire, gaming machines, fund raising, 
and many other income streams. VAT 
legislation and rates are ever changing 
and penalties for non-compliance 
increasingly severe. 

McLintocks can help clubs keep 
out of the rough with this 
cumbersome tax!



Fraud investigation
The subject of fraud often raises its head 
during difficult economic times but it is 
something that is always with us. Golf 
clubs are not immune and must ensure 
their systems place adequate controls 
over all areas of risk. This particularly 
applies where cash is handled such as 
bar takings, catering receipts, and green 
fees. In addition fraud can arise in the 
finance office, with so many different 
possibilities open to those that have the 
desire to commit fraud and each club will 
have its own issues. 

McLintocks will be happy to advise 
on safeguards or practical remedies 
if fraud is suspected and keep you on 
the fairway!

review oF proFitability and 
systems
There are many areas in which we can 
help management. We can assist with 
your governance procedures, committee 
structures, office management and 
administration, procurement procedures, 
stock control, negotiations with your 
bankers, additional funding needs, 
and investing club funds. McLintocks 
can examine the key components of 
your income, expenditure and profit 
and benchmark them, identifying key 
variances and anomalies. There are 
a number of ways profitability can be 
maximised, so let us ensure you are 
doing all you can and help you develop 
strategies where you are not. 

McLintocks can improve your score 
with improved course management!

If you would like to discuss any of the above or arrange a free meeting to 
explore where we can help you contact Mike Caputo, Alastair Jeffcott or 
Paul McGerty on 0845 680 7800.

They’ll keep your club pointing in the right direction!
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